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Resource saving: Ultramid® based on mass balance

approaches serial production

Case Study

Kunststoffwerk AG Buchs, a subsidiary of Wiha
Werkzeuge GmbH, is the first BASF customer to
process and use the engineering plastic Ultramid®
B3EG6 MB for serial production of its Longlife® brand
of meter rules. The polyamide used is one of the first
BASF products to be produced and marketed on the
basis of the mass balance approach. The “MB” mate-
rial is derived from bio-based feedstock and thus
helps to save fossil raw materials and reduce green-
house gas emissions.

According to the mass balance approach certified by
TUV SUD, 100% of the fossil raw materials needed
to make Ultramid® B3EG6 MB  are replaced with
renewable raw materials at the beginning of the
production process. The abbreviation MB indicates
the calculation via the mass balance approach. The
certified MB plastic is identical to its fossil counterpart
in terms of formulation and quality, and is already
available in commercial quantities.

The mass balance approach is comparable to
feeding “green” electricity into the power grid. It offers
a way to utilize renewable raw materials in BASF’s
existing system of integrated production known as
Verbund. Under the mass balance approach,
biomass — for instance, in the form of biogas or bio-
naphtha from certified sustainable production —is
used as a feedstock in place of fossil resources at
the beginning of the value chain and is subsequently
allocated to individual products in a defined manner.




