
 

 

 

 Tech Tip #21 
Spray Foam Code Compliance in 
“Very Heavy” Termite Prone Regions 

While descriptions, designs, data and information contained herein are presented in good faith and believed to be accurate, they are provided for guidance only. Because many factors may affect processing or application/use, BASF recommends 
that the reader make tests to determine the suitability of a product for a particular purpose prior to use. No warranties of any kind, either expressed or implied, including warranties of merchantability or fitness for a particular purpose, are made 
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Spray polyurethane foam (SPF) has long been regulated under the Foam Plastic section of the International Building 
Code and International Residential code (IBC / IRC) as it relates to use in termite prone regions. For all “very heavy” 
areas of the United States in the (map below), there are requirements on all foam plastics (board, spray, etc.) in below 
grade areas, which includes at least 6” of separation from soil to ensure proper inspection of termite activity in this area. 
Additional details are located in Chapter 3 of the current IRC edition being utilized regionally. 
 
 
In addition to these requirements, some states have implemented 
specific inspection strip language under their energy code 
requirements. For example: Insulated crawlspaces requirements in 
Alabama and North Carolina would also include exposing the top 
of the wall. This is applicable to all insulation products and not just 
SPF.  
 
Drawn details can be seen below along with a photo, illustrating 
proper placement of inspection strips at the soil and the top of the 
foundation wall. 
 
 
 
Spray polyurethane foams, such as BASF WALLTITE® and ENERTITE® insulations, do not provide a food source for 
termites or other pests. Closed-cell SPF also provides a seal against moisture and SPF materials can prevent 
condensation, reducing the potential for wet wood sources better than other insulation materials. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Examples of the inspection strip(s) 
locations for allowing views of the top and 
bottom foundation. Check with State and 
Local requirements on specifics. 



 

 

 

 Tech Tip #21 
Spray Foam Code Compliance in 
“Very Heavy” Termite Prone Regions 

While descriptions, designs, data and information contained herein are presented in good faith and believed to be accurate, they are provided for guidance only. Because many factors may affect processing or application/use, BASF recommends 
that the reader make tests to determine the suitability of a product for a particular purpose prior to use. No warranties of any kind, either expressed or implied, including warranties of merchantability or fitness for a particular purpose, are made 
regarding products described or designs, data or information set forth, or that the products, designs, data or information may be used without infringing the intellectual property rights of others. In no case shall the descriptions, information, data or 
designs provided be considered a part of BASF’s terms and conditions of sale. Further the descriptions, designs, data, and information furnished by BASF hereunder are given gratis and BASF assumes no obligation or liability for the description, 
designs, data or information given or results obtained, all such being given and accepted at the reader’s risk. 
 Page 2 of 2 Rev. 02.10.26
  
 

 

BASF recommends applicators follow all local codes to ensure compliance. Be aware that local pest management 
professionals (PMP) need access for inspection and treatments in homes in these regions. A code compliant SPF 
application ensures the builder / homeowner can continue to get the proper treatments. 

 
Improving the Accuracy of Inspection for Wood Destroying Insects 
Modern pest management professionals (PMPs) no longer rely solely on visual inspections to assess termite activity and 
provide bonding for homes. Advanced technologies, such as Infrared (IR) cameras and moisture meters have transformed 
the industry by enabling accurate non-destructive detection of insect activity through a wide range of building materials. 
Devices like Termatrac®, Flir®, and Fluke® utilize proprietary technologies to identify termites and other pests within 
walls, foundations, voids, cracks, crevices, air pockets, construction flaws, as well as beneath floors and ceilings. These 
tools are specifically designed to detect insect activity through materials including brick, wood, stucco, concrete block, 
ceramic tile, marble, spray foam, terracotta tile, mica, plastic veneers, vinyl, and many others. As a result, the installation 
of spray foam insulation does not prevent thorough termite inspections or impact the ability to obtain warranties or bonding 
when these advanced detection methods are utilized. 

If you are a builder or homeowner that has been refused a Termite Bond, there are professionals who use technologies, 
proper code compliance, best industry practices, and that provide bonding and pest management solutions for your 
structure.  
 
When used in code compliant applications, spray foam insulation combined with advanced pest management methods 
provide the homeowner with durable, efficient performance in their home. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Any technical advice furnished, or recommendation made by the authors concerning any use or application of any product is believed to be reliable, but 
the authors make no warranty, either express or implied, as to its accuracy or completeness or of the results to be obtained. Regarding any handling of 
any BASF product, the end user assumes full responsibility for quality control, testing and determination of suitability of product for its intended application 
or use. 

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 
For more information, contact Inside Technical Support at:  
Toll-Free at 800-706-0712, Option 2 
Email: spf.techsales@basf.com 
Website: https://spf.basf.com/ 
Technical Resources: Contractor Resource Center 
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ENERTITE® and WALLTITE® are registered trademarks of BASF Corporation.  
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